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SELECTMENS’ REPORT. 


EXPENDITURES. 


HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES. 
Repairs of Highways and Bridges, under the Superinéendencé 
of Thomas Mills, prior to the Division of Nashua. 
Cash paid, to wit : 


John Burnham, for repairing scan 87 
Burnham & Livingston, “ 2 37 
Moody Blood, for labor, 3°75 
Eben Butterfield, for gravel, 1 00 
John Butterfield, for labor, 1 00 
Stephen Butler, for labor, 2 50 
John Cotton, for labor and team; 14 00 
James Danforth, id 47 ‘70 
John Dandley, for labor, 1 00 
William Farley, hs 4 00 
Jonathan B. Foss, ‘“ 2 30 
John Harris, Jr. ee 10 25 


Thomas Ingalls, for one pick, 


1 
Isaac Lawrence, for labor, 4 50 
L. D. Montgomery, ‘“ 1 35 
Samuel McKean, for gravel, 1 00 
John Major, for labor, 8 25 
Nashua Manufacturing Co., for stone, 5 40 
Thomas Pearsons, for labor and team, 126 36 
Wm. P. Powers, for labor, 1 00 
Thomas Mills, ee 30 30 
Joel Read, ay 4 75 


Leonard Read, She 12 25 


James Roby, for labor, 
Joseph Richards, 5 
Preston Robbins, 4 

Wm. C. Read, 3: 
David Roby, for gravel, 
Edwin R. Read, ‘* 

IF’. M. Stimson, repair on bridge, 
Stephen Sawin, for labor, 
Samuel Stimson, és 

Abel Shattuck, for gravel, 
Wm. W. Temple, for labor, 
Gilman Wheeler, se 

Asa Woods, bs 

G. & E. Whitford, i 
David Woods, for gravel, 
Rendrick & Tuttle, for tools, 
Paid for plank for bridge, 








Repairs of Highways and Bridges, under the Superin- 


tendence of Thomas Pearsons, after the Town of 


Nashville was Organized. 

Cash paid, to wit: 
Stephen Butler, for labor, 
Curtis Blood, 


Moody Blood, he 

Michael Clarks Aj 

James Combs, ey 

Jonathan B. Foss, st 

Joseph Hills, ey 

John Harris, ee 

Robert Harris, Rs 

Simon B. Hill, ee 5 
Stilman Holmes, Ny 

Eben Harris, FP 


George R. Johnson, for breaking roads, 
Joseph Moses, for labor, 

R. A. McClary, 4 

Samuel McKean, for stone, 

John Major, for labor, 

Levi H. Newton, for labor and stone, 
Thomas Pearsons, for labor, team, &c. 
P. Patterson, for labor, 

‘Thaddeus Parker, ‘ 

Charles H. Read, for labor and team, 
Joseph Richards, for labor; 


Mr. Russell, 
Reuben Spalding, yy 
Stephen Sawins, . 


Wm. W. Temple, &s 


11 40 
5 75 
4 00 
3 50 
5 50 
2 50 
8 00 
3 00 
3 50 

2 00 
1 50 
3 00 
4 00 
4 50 
2 00 
3 00 

10 00 

4 20 

114 38 
2 00 
5 90 
9 00 
2 00 
1 50 
6 00 

30 67 

11 70 


$413 17 


( #9 


John Underwood, for labor, 2 40 
Asa Woods, Jr. ce 1 60 
Elias Waterman, ug 5 00 
Asa Woods, ss , 9 50 
Warren Woods, oy 50 








Repairs of Highways and Bridges, under the Superin- 
tendence of James Roby, after the Town was Organ- 
ized. 

Cash paid, to wit: 
Abel Blood, for labor, 9 56 


Eben Butterfield, ‘*° 3 00 
John Cotton, 4. 38 
John Conery, a 5 00 
C. L. Coburn, a 50 


Willard Fosdick, ‘ 

William Farley, as 

William Fletcher, ‘* 

Joseph Harris, 4 

James Roby, for labor, teams, &c. 
Leonard Read, for labor, 


peed 


en 

me pW Wee 
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Jotham Robbins, a 50 
David Roby, “3 ‘ 50 
Benjamin Roby, ‘“ 2 00 
Isaac McKean, . 2 00 
Elijah Leach, if. 3 00 
Jacob Spalding, - 3 50 
A. S. Shattuck, if. 15 00 
George Shattuck, ‘ 22 00 
Beriah Willoughby, ‘ 6 50 
Jonas Woods, as 5 00 
Asa Woods, és 6 00 
Hiram Woods, “ TRLY- 


Repairs of Bridges, &c. 

Cash paid, to wit: 
S. R. Bullard, for plank for I. Head bridge, 71 02 
S. R. Bullard, ‘ 5 Nashua bridge, 23 78 
John Robinson, for work on [. Head bridge, 5 12 


Kendrick & Tuttle, for spikes, nails, &c. 6 42 
Sam’! Merrill, for work &c. on Nashua bridge, 5 27 
McKeans & Cai for spikes for “ 2 68 
Jefferson Rockwood, for painting ‘ 4 9 98 
John F. Fosdick, for plank, 9 76 
Franklin Foster, for work on Fletcher street, 10 00 
Wm. W. Temple, work on bridge, &c. 4 00 


$283 50 


$179 17 


——_—— $148 03 


Total amount on Highways, Bridges, &c. $1023 87 


U6.) 


SUPPORT OF SCHOOLS. 
Cash paid, to wit : 


District No. 3 738 72 
ny 4, 130 59 
+ d, 125 05 
eS 10, 302 74 
A. E. Thayer, for scliool books, 9 81 
L. C. Browne, for services as Sup. PEM. Com. 23 75 
Dr. Kittredge, oF 3 00 


Dr. Spalding, Fe * 1 25 


—_—— $1384 91 


EXPENSE OF PAUPERS. 
Cash paid, to wit: 


J.JH. Graves, for professional services, 20 00 
Relief to Joseph Butterfield, 23 86 
6 Isaac Foot, 125 71 

sé Nathan Kidder, 10 56 

6 J. G. Channel, 76 09 

ss Samuel I. Marckres, 6 98 

c William Harris, 17 14 
Town of Francestown, relief to Stephen Foot, 21 17 
Relief to Ward Putnam’s family, 8 00 
6 J. H. Coburn, 16 62 

4: Mrs. Betsey Winn, 20 27 

as Widow Leland, 9 75 
Support of County Paupers. 7 

Support of Mary McCain, 81 62 
Relief to Betsey Green and family, 119 90 
e Miss Patten, 2 38 

u Mary Alcot, 1 50 

6 Farwell child, 28 00 

2 John Ewing’s family, 8 79 

ae George Fowler, 15 75 
R. Spalding, for burying Alpheus Witt, 2 50 


POLICE EXPENSES. 
Cash paid Samuel Merrill for services, 


BOOKS, PRINTING, AND STATIONERY. 
Cash paid, to wit: 


Charles 'T’. Gill, for town books, 40 00 
A. Beard, for printing and stationery, 32 49 
A. McKean, half ream paper, 1 25 


$356 15 


$260 44 


$14 50 


$73 74 





at 
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EXPENSE FOR BURYING GROUND. 
Cash paid, to wit : 


Charles J. Fox, for land, 100 00 
Chase & Shattuck, for stone posts, 59 93 
Gage & Parker, for lumber, . yy ig | 
Jolin F. Poidicks, sé 46 55 
Samuel Merrill, for work, lumber, &c. 14 45 
Joel Brown, for labor, 40 83 
McKeans & Co. for iron, nails, Sc. 15 66 


MILITARY EXPENSES. 
Cash paid soldier’s rations at muster, to wit : 


Capt. Dane’s company, 12 men, 6 00 
Capt. Bagley’s company, 36 men, 18 00 
Capt. Bowers’s company, 38 men, 19 00 
Capt. Gage’s company, 10 men, 5 00 
Capt. Fiske’s company, 11 men, 5 50 
Capt. Roby’s company, 31 men, 15 50 
Capt. Laton’s company, 3 men, 1 50 
Colonel’s staff in Nashville, 50 
Capt. Bagley’s company, act of duky 3, 1838, te 00 
Capt. Roby’s company, ° 3 00 
Capt. Bowers’s company, as a 00 
Capt. Gage’s company, by 4 00 
Capt. Fiske’s company, as 9 00. 
Capt. Laton, Merrimac R.Co. “* 1 00 
Colonel’s staff, ‘ 1 00 
Capt. Roby, for powder, 1 86 
| MISCELLANEOUS. 

Cash paid, to wit : 
For standard of weights and measures, 26 38 
Philips & Senter, for ballot and jury box, 3 25 
H. F. Courser, for trunk, 1 75 
B. F. Emerson, professional services, 50 
Wilkins & Hardy, horse hire, 5 00 
J. EK. & A. Greeely, for use of hall, 22 00 
F. Mead & Co. for plan of town, 48 62 
Wm. Boardman, for services as committee 

man and cash paid out, 32 02 
Paid for council, 50 00 
Paid J. R. Bagley, services as chainman, 7 50 
Thomas Pearsons, Jr. surveying, 8 50: 


Samuel Merrill, expenses as committee man, 15 00: 


$305 16 


$155 86: 


tae) 


Perly Foster, expenses as committee man, 15 00 
Zebediah Shattuck, expenses ascom. man, 13 00 
Incidental expenses, 2 10 





$250 62 


SERVICES OF SELECTMEN AND TOWN OFFICERS, 


Cash paid, to wit : 4 
C. F. Gove, as selectman, committee man, &c. 31 06 


F. M. Stimson, 21 31 
A. McKean, ‘6 47 19 
Thomas Pearsons, ae 14 20 
James Roby, oe 7 00 
Robert Moore, astownclerk andcom. man, 23 50 
Alfred Greeley, Treasurer, 25 00 
Thomas Mills, for collecting taxes, 105 00 





‘ SELECTMENS’ ACCOUNT. 
The Selectmen of Nashville for 1842—8, submit 





$274 20- 


the fol- 
lowing statement of Receipts and Disbursements. 
Receipts. 
Amount Taxes assessed, 5683 93 
Cash rec’d ofthe town of Merrimack for | 
support of pauper, 76 O09 

Rs for Hollis pauper, 16 62 

é H. H. Fuller, for license, 30 00 

rf Old plank sold, | 5 62 

<6 of Concord Railroad Co. for work, 4 00 

— $5816 26. 
Disbursements. 

For repairs of highways and bridges, 1023 87 
Support of schools, 1384 91 
Expenses of paupers, 356 15 

* county, do. ' 260 44 
Police expenses, 14 50 
Books, printing and stationery, 73 74. 
Burying ground, 305 16 
Military expenses, 155 86 
Miscellaneous, 250 62 
Selectmen and town officers, 274 20 
State tax for 1842, 721 52 
County ‘ af 559 64 
Abatements, 75 00 
Auditing committee, ; 3 00 
Leaving a balance in the Treasury of 357 65 


———— $5816 26 





a* 
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Remarks.—The foregoing is the result of our financial 
operations for the portion of the year since the organization 
of the town of Nashville. The report shows a balance in the 
hands of the 'Treasurer of $357 65, and no orders outstanding. 


It will be seen, hy the report, that the expense of support- 
ing paupers is quite too large, although as small as could be 
expected under the circumstances—being supported in sundry 
places—and the Selectmen would recommend the immediate 
purchase of a Farm for the support of the Poor. 


The Selectmen feel themselves called upon, in the dis- 
charge of their duty, to return their thanks to Mr. Tomas 
Miuus, for the prompt and faithful manner in which he has 
discharged his duty as Collector of 'Taxes, his abatements 
‘amounting in all, only to the small sum of seventy-five dollars, 
which for the times, is very moderate. 


Krrors Excepted, 
5 Cc. F. GOVE. 


BS M. STIMSON, ! Selectmen 
THOMAS PEARSONS, hville 
JAMES ROBY, | Nas wile. 


Nashville, March 8, 1843. 


The undersigned, a committee appointed by the town, for 
the purpose of auditing the books and accounts of the select- 
men for the current year, have attended to that duty, and 
found all monies paid by them properly vouched, monies 
credited duly accounted for, the footings of the several ac- 
counts correctly added, and papers properly filed. 

HUGH JAMESON, 
STEPHEN KENDRICK. 
Nashville, March 8, 1848. 4 | 
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TE Orr y 


OF THE 


SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 


TnHere is necessarily some little confusion in the arrange- 
‘ment of ‘the report of the committee, for this year, in conse- 
quence of the organization of the town after the summer 
terms of all the schools had commenced, and which ‘may 
need a word of explanation. The committee for the town of 
Nashua, appointed previous to the organization of Nashville, 
were Messrs. Spalding, Browneand Kittredge. In apportion- 
ing the labor for the year, each took in charge schools lying 
on each side of the line which now forms the southern bound- 
ary of this town; and by mutual agreement, this arrange- 
ment continued till the expiration of the summer terms. 

The committee appointed for this town, after the organiza- 
tion, were Messrs. Browne, Pratt and Channing. Rev. Mr. 
Pratt soon after tendered his resignation, from the press of 
other labors, and Rey. Mr. Channing subsequently removed 
from town. Consequently the whole labor of the schools in this 
town devolved on the remaining member of the board. And 
having various other duties to perform, he has been able to 
devote to the schools but little time over the amount actually 
required by law, and much less than he could have desired. - 

He has the satisfaction to report, however, that nothing has 
occurred to render the discharge of his duties peculiarly un- 
pleasant, or to impair the former reputation of our schools. 
On the contrary, he has been gratified to observe a growing 
interest onthe part of parents and citizens in general, and a 
gradual advancement in the qualifications of teachers and the 
character of the schools. 

It is to be hoped that this will continue and increase. A 
spirit is abroad in the cause of education; and if we would 
keep pace with the general progress on this subject, we must 
be awake. ‘The most thatis wanting to advance the cause of 
primary education, and thus wither the root of social evil, is 
greater interest on the part of parents and guardians, not on- 
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ly to improve the condition of our schools, but alsoto elevate 
the standard of home education. ‘*'The school master is 
abroad,” in every town and hamlet ; and may it soon be said 
that the school master is at home, in €Very Mansion and in every 
cottage. 

So far as the committee has been able to give attention to 
individual schools, he would report of them, respectively, as 
follows : es 


Disrrict No. Til. The schools in this district have beet 
under the superintendence of Mr. Browne during the year. 
They have been generally prosperous and have fully sustain- 
ed the high reputation they had formerly acquired. 

he grammar school was taught, during the summer term, 
by Miss Parkhurst, assisted by Miss Ingalls. Miss Parkhurst 
is a well qualified and faithful teacher. ‘The school was large, 
and the order was somewhat disturbed by a few large and 
wayward boys, one or two of whom were obliged to leave the 
school. 

After this, the school moved very quietly. The attendance 
was larger than previously, although a_ different result is 
shown by comparing the statistical tables of the present 
and last reports. The average for the summer term 
of 1841 is given as seventy. But by referring to the record- 
book of this room, it will be seen that there were never SO 
many as seventy presént on a single day ; and that the aver- 
age attendance was less than fifty. There must have been 
some error in making out the returns, by the teachers, or by 
the committee in making up the table in the last report. 

The school appeared very well at examination, and, as 
usual in this district, a large number or parents and others, 
gave the encouragement of their presence to add interest and 
stimulus to the occasion. 

Not the least interesting portion of the daily exercises, in 
this room, during the summer term, was the singing of the 
scholars, especially the female portion, in which they greatly 
excel. ‘These exercises, which are growing into use, are 
likely to divest the school-room of much of its monotony and 
dryness, which have often rendered it repulsive to the buoy- 
ancy and gayety of youth. And if not allowed to engross a 
disproportionate amount of time and attention, it is a source 
of culture and refinement, as profitable as it is pleasing. 

The winter term was under the charge of Mr. Pratt, as 
principal, who enjoyed the advantage of a previous acquain- 
tance with the school, and an established reputation, as a suc- 
cessful teacher, in thiscommunity. ‘The committee heard no 
complaints, and learned, with some surprise, at the close of 
the term, that some scholars had been dismissed, by the prin- 
cipal, for insubordination. 
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— The school, however, appeared well, at the examination, 
and unusually so in respect to order, according to the obser- 
vations of the committee. ‘The exercises were renerally good. 
The declamations and compositions which had formed a part 
of the exercises at previous examinations were omitted on 
this occasion. The committee would suggest that in future, 
these exercises be attended to, and that a whole day be devo- 
ted to the examination in this room. : 

Miss Ingalls’ classes appeared well, through the year, es- 
pecially in | reading and enunciation. Sheisa valuable as- 
sistant in the departments of instruction. 

The middle department during the sammer term, was un- 
der the charge of Miss Abbot, who has conducted it with the 
same success for several seasons past. Her manner is pecu- 
liarly pleasant and she seems to enjoy the general good will 
of both scholars and parents. Her school appeared very 
well through the term and at the examination. Miss Abbot 
left at the close of the season and was succeeded by Miss 
Brastow, who taught the winter term. Miss B. had succeeded 
admirably in a smaller school, in Nashua, during the past 
summer. ‘This being her first experience in so large a school, 
the labor of government was, of course, somewhat difficult, at 
first, especially as it is her taste to spend considerable time — 
with her classes and give finish to her instructions. She 
seemed gradually to surmount this difficulty, however, and. 
the school appeared as well as usual at the examination. 

The primary department has continued during the year, 
under the care of Miss Wight, whose very efficient services 
seem to merit much praise. She has successfully taught and 
controlled a large number of children with much kindness 
and cheerfulness and apparent ease. The school has appear- 
ed remarkably well through the year. 

‘The parents in this district deserve all credit for the inter- 
est they manifest in their school. ‘They often cheer the 
teachers with their visits ; and one very natural consequence 
is the almost entire absence of fault finding in thé district. 
The prudential committee too, have done wisely in awarding 
the teachers a compensation proportionate to their services. 

The school-house is a rickety old fabric, and the lower 
rooms are so uncomfortable that the committee and visitors, 
at examination, were glad to sit wrapped in their cloaks. 
This district embraces much of the wealth of the town. And 
sliould the citizens erect an elegant town-house, for the men 
to occupy one day in the year, it should be left without win- 
dows till a new school house is built, in order to equalize the 
comfort of the rising and risen generations. 


District No. IV. This school was visited during the 
summer term by Dr. Kittredge. 


( 4) 


But few scholars were present at its commencement, and 
‘those few uninterested, and disposed to hurry through their 
lessons without understanding them. Yet a great and happy 
change was produced, exhibiting the most satisfactory eyvi- 
dence of the ability and fidelity of the teacher. 

Miss Wright’s plan of instruction was thorough. ‘The les- 
sons were all studied ; and the scholars drilled till they were 
understood. Particular attention was given toreading. The 
scholars were required to study, not only so as to read cor- 
rectly and?understandingly, but with the expectation of being 
examined in the sounds of the letters, punctuation, definition 
of words, &c. Consequently the lessons were short ; but the 
interest and knowledge of the pupils greatly increased. The 
same thorough mode of instruction appeared to have been ap- 
plied to every branch of study with the same happy result. 

One scholar went nearly through Adams’ Arithmetic, and 
through Wilkins’ Astronomy ; and the promptness and cor- 
rectness of her answers did honor to herself and her teacher. 
The school increased in interest and numbers ; and the teach- 
er, by securing the respect and obedience of ber scholars, the 
confidence and co-operation of the parents, and by her con- 
stant efforts and thorough instructions, exhibited such im- 
provement in the school at its close, as gave general satisfac- 
tion. 

The winter term, (under the supervision of Mr. Browne,) 
was taught by Mr. Willoughby. At the commencement, 
there appeared to be a good degree of mterest, and the com- 
anittee looked for tolerably favorable results. But at the se- 
cond examination, thirteen weeks from the commencement, 
there were but six scholars present. 'The committee has no 
aneans of knowing the source of the disaffection, having heard 
no complaint. Good order prevailed among the few that 
were present, and the teacher stated that there had been no 
insubordination during the term. 

The examination also gave evidence of fair improvement 
in study. One scholar had completed Adams’ Arithmetic, 
and appeared, familiar with the subject and ready in the solv- 
ing of original questions. ‘The writing-books were very neat 
and showed good progress. The committee saw no fault 
in the teacher or the school. Yet from some cause, much of 
the cost of the school has been lost to many scholars in the dis- 
trict, which is a matter of deep regret. ‘This school enjoyed 
quiet and prosperity during the previous year and a half, and 
it is to be hoped that the last winter is not an earnest of the 
future. 


Districr No. V. ‘The summer term of this school, (super- 
intended by Dr. Spalding, and taught by Miss Sleeper,) was 
unusually short, and the scholars who attended with any reg- 
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ularity were very young ; these with some other discouraging 


circumstances rendered the benefits of the teacher’s efforts: 


less apparent than they really were. On the closing examin- 
ation one class composed of the older children had entirely 
disappeared, and one or two others were nearly in the same 


condition. ‘This inconstant attendance was occasioned by the 


detention of the children to assist in the work at their homes. 
It would be well if parents could be made to feel that the 
common maxim, that ‘“‘you must make hay while the sun 
shines,”’ may have an application to the cultivation of the 
youthful mind. Ifthe value of common school instruction 
were rightly appreciated, parents would not allow ordinary 


business to interfere with the regular attendance of their 


children during the few months in which the opportunity is 
afforded. 'The few scholars present at the close of the school 
appeared very well in their studies. 

‘The winter term, under the superintendence of Mr. Browne, 


was taught by Mr. Farley, to good satisfaction, so far as the’ 
superintendent has means of knowing. ‘The school is small, - 


at best. And some half dozen lads, the oldest and most for- 
ward in the school, disappeared, as the committee drove up, 


at the examination. ‘This was very unmanly, and disrespect-. 


ful to their teacher. No young lad who wishes to be respect- 
ed and to fill places of honor in life, should ever desert his 
post at examination. Such conduct is considered cowardly 


and disgraceful in the soldier, and it is soin the scholar; for 


the school is really of more importance to the safety of the 


country thanthe army. We shall not print the names of these’ 


deserters, this time, hoping they will reconsider their conduct 
and stand their ground, next year. ‘There is reason to expect 


that they will, for the teacher stated that they had been obe-- 
dient and studious through the term. Andthose scholars who’ 


remained at examination gave evidence. of good order and 


improvement in their studies. It was unpleasant, however, 
to see no parents present and to learn that they had not visit 


ed the school. 


Disrricr No. X. The summer term of this school was 


superintended by Dr. Kittredge. At the commencement, in 


the upper room, embracing the higher department, the full 
attendance and good degree of interest manifested by the 
scholars, and the interest and energy with which the 
teacher entered upon her labors, gave encouragement of a 
prosperous term. But the hopes of the committee were not 
fully realized ; for both the interest and number of scholars 
diminished, till at its close few were present. ‘Those few, 
however, gave evidence of improvement. 

The schoo] in the lower room was under excellent manage- 
ment. Miss Meriam possesses the qualifications for a teacher 


ie ifth 
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of children. She governs with ease and without noise; se- 
cures the affection, respect, aad obedience of her scholars : he 
systematic and thorough in her instructions ; and every thing 
about her room indicated neatness, order, interest, and ihdus- 
try. ‘The school had made rapid progress in knowledge ; ; and 
the examination at the close of the term gave entire satisfac- 
tion. 

The winter term was under the supervision of Mr. Browne. 
The grammar school was taught by Mr. Stark. This gentle- 
man possesses some rare qualifications for the business of i in- 
struction. He adopted great system in the classification of 
the scholars and the arrangement of the exercises. ‘These 
peculiarities, with the unusual firmness and perseverance 
manifested, gave promise of great improvement. And but 
for one or two instances of insubordination, on the part of 
young men, which necessarily embarrassed the teacher in 
some degree, the highest expectations might probably have 
been realized. The rules which the teacher enforced were 
not of his own imposing. They were adopted by the district, 
printed and posted in the school house. They were salutary, 
and by no means oppressive, when properly construed, and 
there could have been no good cause for resisting them. 
They were adopted some time since; and the committee 
would suggest to the district the propriety of re-adopting, al- 
tering, or rescinding them, at their annual meeting. In his 
zeal for order, the teacher transcended his authority, a little, 
perhaps, in one or two instances, and the mode of punishment 
adopted may not have been the most judicious. _ 

Notwithstanding this little interruption to the harmony of 
the school, very good progress was made, in general, by the 
several classes. Very general satisfaction was given and the 
attendance considerably increased. Not having had charge 
of this school before, the committee cannot compare this with 
former examinations. ‘The upper department, however, 
seems to be not quite so forward as the grammar schools 
generally in the vicinity. ‘The only apparent cause of this 
deficiency is the want of interest in parents. But very few 
were present at the close. Let this be remedied and this 
school possesses the means of arising and taking its place be- 
side the best in town. “‘fhough the length of their terms is 
not as great as in our larger schools, yet the smaller number 
of scholars goes far to balance this disadvantage. 

The primary department, which has been under the instruc- 
tion of Miss Meriam for the last three years, was in admira- 
ble order. Great order and quiet prevailed throughout the 
school, whenever the committee visited it; and these, with 
industry and mildness in the teacher, could not fail of secur- 
ing the attachment andimprovement of the children. ‘They 
were thoroughly and noislessly trained, which constitutes the 
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true magic of school-keeping. If there was any fault, it was 
an indistinctness of pronunciation on the part of some, which 
is still too common in our schools, notwithstanding the intro- 
duction of the ‘* Gradual Reader,” which has wrought much 
improvement in this respect. We still too often hear ment, 
when unaccented, pronounced munt, and other similar inaccu- 
racies. A little more attention to these particulars, would 
render the mode of instruction in this school, nearly perfect. 
And it is already, as a whole, as good as any primary school 
which has fallen under the observation of the committee. 
Several ladies came in at the examination ; but a more liber- 
al attendance on the part of parents would have much increas- 
ed the interest of the occasion. 
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2. Table of Teachers, Scholars, Money, &c. 
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Ill. GENERAL REMARKS. 


1. In regard to the subject of instruction, the committee 
has but little to add to what was said in the last report. He 
would repeat the suggestion to teachersto pay more regard 
to spelling, from columns in the spelling-book. He would 
also recommend the more extensive use of the ‘ Gradual 
Reader,” and the closer attention of teachers to the princi- 
ples and exercises in that work, as an efficient aid in forming 
accurate habits of reading and speaking. 

2. In regard to discipline; much might be said. This 1s 
undoubtedly the most difficult part of school teaching. ‘The 
principal secret of order in school, is to get the scholars all 
deeply interested in their studies. ‘They should be kept at 
work, and so assisted, and their instruction so simplified and 
illustrated, and communicated in a spirit so k¢nd and noise- 
less and familiar, that they shall forget each other, and the 
hours of school pass off without being tedious. A teacher of 
the right tact and disposition and experience can usually se- 
cure good order, in this way, if he is not placed in charge of 
so great a number that he cannot devote sufficient time to each 
to secure an interest. This is an evil in large schools. And 
yet there is usually as much trouble in regard to discipline in 
the smaller as in the larger schools. 

Another secret of influence in the teacher is the appearance 
of reposing confidence in the scholars. He should never ap- 
pear to be watching them and anticipating mischief. 'The 
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consciousness of being suspected begets ill feeling. Some 
teachers are in the habit of often turning suddenly round and 
casting a suspicious look toward some scholar whom they dis- 
trust; and when they turn the other way, the suspected schol- 
ar is apt to cast as evil an eye at the teacher with perhaps an 
accompanying gesture or grimace. Other teachers appoint 
scholars whom they call monitors to watch the school, and 
there is often much compromise and juvenile “‘log-rolling”’ be- 
tween these young sentinels. Such a system of espionage of- 
ten excites the element of mischief in a quiet scholar; and 
a spirit of trustfulness, in the teacher, will sometimes inspire 
a reckless lad with self-respect and redeem him from his way- 
wardness. 

Expulsion from school should be resorted to as seldom as 
possible. ‘There are indeed, some turbulent and indocile 
scholars. But such stand in the greater need of education; 
and it is a very poor mode of cure to deprive them of the 
means of culture. Probably few scholars are ever reformed 
by expulsion from school. On the contrary, the tendency is 
to discourage from exertion by removing good motive, and 
thus render desperate. 

There is a natural desire on the part of a teacher who is 
tried with an unruly scholar, to be relieved from the burden, 
And therefore the law wisely places the power of expulsion 
in the hands of the Superintending Committee, who is sup- 
posed to stand in amore disinterested position. If placed in 
the hands of the prudential committee, there might be a de- 
licacy in acting, from fear of offending neighbors. And it is 
a duty undesirable and delicate enough in any hands. 

And since so weighty consequences to the scholar are con- 
nected with it, it should never be done hastily or informally, 
and only as a last resort, when all other means have failed— 
when the scholar gives strong evidence of incorrigibility and 
it is thought necessary to give him over as too bad to be bene- 
fitted by instruction, or to remain in school with safety to the 
other scholars. 

When cases of difficulty occur which the teacher cannot 
manage, the superintending committee should be appealed to, 
who has authority to decide whether the difficulty arises from 
perversity in the scholar or incompetency in the teacher, and 
to dismiss either, as the facts may warrant. ‘The following is 
the law as at present existing on this subject. 

«¢ And the said committee are furthermore empowered and 
required, on application made to them by any master or mis- 
tress of any school in their respective towns, or by any in- 
habitant of any district therein, at their discretion to order 
the expulsion of any scholar from any school in their respec- 
tive towns, who will not obey and submit to the necessary and 
reasonable rules, orders and regulations of said school.” 
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3. In reference:to school-houses, the, principal district in 
town, considering its means, seems to, be most behind. 


The inhabitants of the principal. district in. the adjoining, 


town have repaired their, building during. the past year, at an 
expense of $200... A proper degree of competition in regard 
to comfortable school-houses would be,as_ profitable as in ref- 
erence to any other kind of public buildings. | 

With a sincere desire that his ‘single-handed efforts to serve 
the town, may not be unacceptable, and his inabilities char- 
itably judged, the foregoing report is respectfully submitted. 

&: 


Superintending : 
L. C. BROWNE, ; School Committee. 


Nashville, March 8, 1843. 
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